`Why Pennsylvania Needs Statutory Consolidation
Through Act 230 of 1970 the General Assembly committed to consolidate the laws of Pennsylvania. Consolidation is the process of revising and restating the statutes into a clear, consistent, and organized code, with law on related subjects placed together and language simplified and put into a more understandable and consistent format. Today, of the 79 titles prescribed by the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, 18 are completely consolidated, 35 are completely unconsolidated, 20 are consolidated in part, five are reserved, and one was discontinued with its contents transferred to another title. 
Pennsylvania has long been and remains the only state that does not have a code of statutes. At the present time, all statutes are officially published chronologically as Pamphlet Laws. Consolidated statutes are arranged topically in the officially published Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes. Purdon’s, published by Thomson/West, privately publishes the complete consolidated and unconsolidated statutes.
Serious Problems exist because of the present organization of the statutes in the form of pamphlet laws:

·
Pamphlet laws in chronological order are largely useless for legal research; for persons who seek to use them to be able to find for what they search, statutes should be in topical order.
·
The unconsolidated pamphlet laws are full of verbose, obscure, and archaic provisions. The chaotic arrangement of the pamphlet laws, with statutes on the same subject often in different titles or enacted at different times, may mislead an attorney who is looking up even a simple question.
·
The existence of two parallel statutory systems (consolidated and unconsolidated) increases the danger that law relevant to a client’s problem will be overlooked.
·
Statutes are difficult to amend in a manner that informs the public of changes made. Because matters on the same subject in the pamphlet laws may be in many different titles and may have been placed in many different statutes enacted at different chronological times, an amendment may require repeal of numerous earlier statues. For example, the Judiciary Act Repealer Act required a 150 page repealer that affected approximately 1,408 separate statutes.
·
The lack of complete consolidation undermines the due process right of the public to know what the law is. The rule of law is impeded, as the public cannot comply with law that it cannot find.
Consolidation creates an opportunity for improving the often weak technical quality of much of Pennsylvania’s current statutory law. In fact, the editorial professionalism of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes bears comparison with any in the Nation. Consolidation would also provide a uniform citation system, which will enhance competition among legal publishers and may thereby reduce the price of statutory materials.
